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Das doppelte Fieber aus Klimakrise
& Demokratiegefahrdung und wie
die Psyche es senken kann - ein
Impuls aus politischer Perspektive
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Dr. Thomas Gotz, Berlin
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Heutiges Agenda-Dreieck als Teil von etwas GroRerem

80 Jahre BDP

Demokratie-
Klimakrise bedrohung

Perspektive
Politik

Cod. Guelf. 74.1 Aug. 2° ;
Heinemann-Nr. 2708), Herzog-
August-Bibliothek, Wolfenbuttel,
Q:
https://pdimagearchive.org/image
s/abe68c4f-386b-4f49-8b30-
d7af2c726c¢c8c/
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Zunachst: Herzlichen Gliickwunsch!

“Don’t overthink it—any wish that’s not about reversing climate chan ge 1§
pretty pointless any/oow. ”

Q: Karl Stevens / The New Yorker Collection/The Cartoon Bank
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Warum ich?

Studium Humanmedizin in Freiburg i.B.

FA fiir Psychiatrie und Psychotherapie & FA fur Offentliches Gesundheitswesen
Initial ,kliniksozialisiert” (D, CH)

Zunehmende ,Verwaltungssozialisierung” (Gesundheitsamt FFM,
Landesbeauftragter fur Psychische Gesundheit in B)

» 12/21 bis 04/23 Staatssekretar fur Gesundheit & Pflege bei der SenWGPG in
Berlin

» 2023 Mitglied des Vorstandes der Dt. Allianz Klimawandel und Gesundheit
(KLUG e.V.)

» 01/24 bis 12/24 Staatssekretar fur Gesundheit, Integration & Soziales im MSGIV
Brandenburg

V V V V

> Seit 2025 freiberufliche Beratung im Gesundheits- und Sozialwesen ” S. Freud, Das Ich und das Es (1923),
Q: Wiki Commons
» Politisch engagiert bei B90/Grlnen: ehemals LAG Sprecher Gesundheit und Soziales in

B, Koordinator fur Koalitionsverhandlungs-Fach AG Gesundheit und Pflege (2021) in B,
Koordination Wahlprogrammabschnitt Gesundheit und Pflege (2025), Mitwirkung Resilienzpapier
(2025) u.a.

80 Jahre BDP 06.06.26 |5



Exkurs: Es gibt nicht DIE Politik (I)

» Vielfaltige Definitionen von Poalitik

o - | | | Signifie
» Wikipedia: ,Politik bezeichnet die Strukturen (Polity),

Prozesse (Politics) und Inhalte (Policy) zur Regelung der

Signifiant
Angelegenheiten eines Gemeinwesens durch allgemein verbindliche

und somit in der Regel auf politischer F. d. Saussur (1916), Q: Wiki Commons

Macht beruhende Entscheidungen. Politik regelt dabei insbesondere

das offentliche, aber teilweise auch das private (Zusammen-)Leben
Dimensionen der Politik

der Burger, die Handlungen und Bestrebungen zur Fihrung des

Politik
Gemeinwesens nach innen und aufien sowie die Willensbildung und
: . . : . . | |
Entscheidungsfindung uber Angelegenheiten des Gemeinwesens. Polity Politics Policy
Strukturen Prozesse Inhalte

» Man kann nicht kein:e politische:r Akteur:in sein — ,homo politicus”

80 Jahre BDP 06.06.26 | 6



Exkurs: Politische Identitatenvielfalt

Key Figure

llustrating a psychological taxonomy of political variation

A ic model of p.
P
Super-spectra Structure Sociality Z \
7 Authoritarianism/ e : ; {
Spectra 2 : Egalitarianism Society/alienation Self
P Llozed sociey liberalism 9 Y 2
+ - Antisocial g o A g
Subfactors Unity Tradition 5 Revolt Equality Adjustment Trust Neglect Ego Mysticism 3
dominance 2
g
Data-driven syndromes
Homogeneous belief patterns, opinions, and traits
Current constructs
[ - Prim. safe (vs. | [ SDI inequality | [ Conspiratorial | [ wFT SOl unmitgated | [7S0I subqecﬁve
SV benevolence l l SV tradition l d 5) f LwA l i MFT care ] ideation | | | | v I
MFT loyally H MFT purity J SD"’;::,"::' [Neeu for chaos I equality | SV universafism I Anomie Free wil H SV hedonism H p":x': ;i'r‘:;(.g
ISDI tradition-oriented Environmental Loss of System Fatalistic
5 secumyJ l i I I 0 | significance Justification | | S Actiament determinism I
SV conformity | I MFT authority ‘ I SV power | P"’""’:“j’ﬁ:”" o
‘‘‘‘‘ AT 1
Biological o
I RWA l I Sy SV stimulation
Trends in Cognitive Sclences

Costello 2023
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Evaluations
of issues,
parties and
candidates

Intergroup System
attitudes justification
(implicit and vS.
explicit) criticism

N 1 v

DOWNSTREAM
CONSEQUENCES

W Left/right (or liberal/conservative)
= political ideology/orientation
~
20
7]
oo
35 Ve N
%’ o Openness vs. Acceptance vs.
% resistance to rejection of
w ChaML‘a”w
r % Epistemic Existential Relational
% =) Motivation Motivation Motivation
<35}
=2
= T 11 T 11 T 11
Ew
25 Needfor | | Deniator || Thveat | | €2 paitical || S || Need fo
=5 Need for | | Need to eed for enial o rea with alitical e nification| | NeSC for
cognition | | evaluate cognitive degth manage- | |omotional soc}ahza- 8 group shargd
closure anxiety ment disgust tion justification reality
Figure 1

The motivational substructure, discursive superstructure, and downstream consequences of political
ideology.

Jost 2009



Exkurs: Politische Theorie und Praxis

Policy ~
Maintenance,

Successionor Aganda Setting

Evaluation Policy

Implementation Legitimation

g

https://paulcairney.wordpress.com/2017/07/10/5-images-of-the-policy-process/
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Die Klimakrise (und Biodiversitatskrise)

382 On the Heat in the Sun’s Rays.

ArT. XXX — Circumstances affecting the Heat of the Sun’s Rays;
: by EuNice Foore.
(Read before the American Association, August 23d, 1856.)
My investigations have had for their object to determine the

different circumstances that affect the thermal action of the rays
of light that proceed from the sun.

v

Marcow’s Geological Map of the United States. 388

The hi_g_xhtempemtﬁne of moist air has frequently been ob-
served. o has not experienced the burning heat of the sun
that precedes a summer’s shower? The isothermal lines will, I
think, be found to be much affected by the different degrees of
moisture in different places.

Thirdly. The highest effect of the sun’s rays I have found to
be in carbonic acid
One of the receivers was filled with it, the other with com-

Several results have been obtained.

mon ai d th ult follows :
First. The action increases with the density of the air, and B G O L

is diminished as it becomes more rarified. In Dumacss Al ! I Sacbuio Aol O,
The experiments were made with an air-pump and two cylin- | Tosbade. | Tosum In shade. | Tn sua.
drical receivers of the same size, about four inches in diame- 80 20 80 lzg
ter and thirty in length. In each were placed two thermometers, 5 4 ~ 310
and the air was exhausted from one ang condensed in the other. e 81 100 86 120

After both had acquired the same temperature they were Pheed
in the sun, side by side, and while the action of the sun’s ra
rose to 110° in the d d tube, it ined only 88° in the
other. I had no means at hand of measuring the degree of con-
densation or rarefaction.

The receiver containing the gas became itself much heated—
very sensibly more so than the other—and on being removed, it
Was many times as long in cooling. P

An atmosphere of tﬁa& gas would give to our earth a high
temperature; and if as some su at one period of its his-

The observations taken once in two or three minutes, were as

3 the air had mixed with it a portion than at pres-
- :’lr&.’ an i:crrens:d :::pe::ﬁue from its ow}x’xrgcﬁon as well asg-om
Exhausted Tube i Tube. weight must have neoeudrxilﬂy resulted. .
Tashade. | To vum, T chade Tn sun. On comparing the sun’s heat in different gases, T found it to
3 80 76 80 be in h:tga'ol;en gas, 104°; in common air, 106°; in oxygen
% & s % g, 108°; and in carbonic acid gas, 125°.
; and in car gas,
80 52 80 100
ot 8 82 106
b 88 86 110

. This circumstance must affect the power of the sun’s rays in
different places, and contribute to proﬁz:e their feeble action on
thg:ou;.:g]nta O'If‘ hlt:o&y .momt:_?gna.
- e action of the sun’

in moist tﬁnn in dry air. it . -
. In ome of the receivers the air was saturated with moisture—
in the other it was dried by the use of chlorid of calcium.

Both were placed in the sun as before and the result was as

follows :
Doy Ate. 1 Damp Air. - .

Tn shade. Tn_vun. T e B W | Spiiren Sie's auch? Fluten. Unser Planet kochen unsere Atmo- Das Meer steiat. |
% i I3 5 \ Die Almosphare schreil SOS! sphare, Die Erderwar- ﬁér'\'lnl('ﬁ 3 ‘\’}) 2
= 88 8 20 : hat Schiittelfrost Klimaforscher mung ist ge Droh 2N, Waru
e 108 82 108 X u schiagen Ala : : roht uns die schlim
82 104 : J £ li s

82 110 S ¢ Er t Flet 2 - Klima-Katasir )

H 108 " x50 sl N - ‘ Hitze. K. oy BILe ALt O hmelzen, seit d
88 108 92 120 R : } alte, S 2, : she ste 5

Eunice Newton Foote 1856, (1819-1888)

Q: Wikipedia Q: Wikipedia
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Die Klimakrise - Erderwarmung

PRICE Y859

80 Jahre BDP

T H E JULY 31, 2023

Ed Hawkins, Globale Temperatur 1850-2025/1961-2010,https://showyourstripes.info/s
Dawson et al. 2025

,...dann kamen die groRen Worte; die groRe Botschaft wurde von einem Kontinent
zum anderen Uber den Ozean gesandt...Gehort, allerdings, wurde sie nicht...Durch
einen Unfall im Gravitationssystem stlrzt die Erde schnell in die Sonne zurtck, strebt
ihr entgegen, um darin zu zerschmelzen. So lautet die Botschaft: Alles Leben wird
enden. Es wird immer heiler werden. Die Hitze wird unertraglich sein fir alles
Lebende...Und trotzdem, noch sieht man nichts. Noch hort man nichts: Sogar die
Botschaft selber ist verstummt.“ C.F. Ramuz, Présence de la mort, 1922

06.06.26 | 10



Die Fakten I: Der 6. Assessment Report des Intergovernmental Panel on

Climate Change 2023 (ARG, IPCC)

Adverse impacts from human-caused
climate change will continue to intensify

a) Observed widespread and substantial impacts and
related losses and damages attributed to climate change

Water availability and food production Health and well-being

©0Q@Q

Key
@ Observed increase in climate impacts

e to human systems and ecosystems

Physical  Agriculture/ Animaland  Fisheries  Infectious Heat, Mental  Displacement assessed at global level

wat croj livestock  yields and diseases  malnutrition  health
availability production health and aquaculture and harm . Adverse impacts

productivity  production from wildfire
@ Adverse and positive impacts

a0 5 - N Climate-driven changes observed,
Cities, and infrastructure Biodiv and ecosystems @ no global assessment of impact direction

@ @ @ @ 9 @ Confidence in attribution

=h = to climate change
\n an Floot !stcum Dama es Damages Terrestrial  Freshwat 0
Toolipgand | mdied.  omie DAY eg;;;(;';s gy G o High or very high confidence
«= Medium confidence

associated  damagesin  structure  economic p
sectors  Includes changes in ecosystem structure, « Low confidence

damages coastal areas
Species ranges and seasonal timi ing

b) Impacts are driven by changes in multiple physical climate
conditions, which are increasingly attributed to human influence

Attribution of observed physical climate changes to human influence:

Medium confidence Likely Very likely Virtually certain
= N EmBE @
— I
Increase i Increase  Increasein  Increase Glacier ~ Global sea Upper  Increase
agricultural infire  compound  in hea retreat level rise ocean in hot
&edcu\u ical  weather flooding  precipitation acidification extremes
rought

¢) The extent to which current and future generations will experience a
hotter and different world depends on choices now and in the near term

2011 9020 wos _future experiences depend on

around 1.1°C warme
than 1850-1900 Future emissions & /" how we address climate change
1900 1940 1980 | scenarios: 2060
A warmin
continues
beyond
2100
1°C Global temperature change above 1850-1900 levels [y .
—— ] - & ) B\ 70 years
0 1 5 2 25 3 35 in 202C o ; ﬂ f'l H old in 2090
"?‘"SRL 70 years
- [ i oldin 2050
born 70 years
in 1950 old in 2020

80 Jahre BDP

Limiting warming to 1.5°C and 2°C involves rapid, deep and
in most cases immediate greenhouse gas emission reductions

Net zero CO, and net zero GHG emissions can be achieved through strong reductions across all sectors

a) Net global greenhouse 3\

%  gas (GHG) emissions
2019 emissions were
~12% higher than 2010 |
e \__— Implemented policies result in projected

Implemented policies emnissions that lead to warming of 3.2°C, with
arange of 2.2°C to 3.5°C (medium confidence)

(GtCOx-eqyr)

i Nationally Determined

| Contributions (NDCs)
~ range in 2030 Key
40 Implemented policies
(median, with percentiles 25-75% and 5-95%)
== Limit warming to 2°C (>67%)
3
2 Limit warming to 1.5°C (>50%)
S with no or limited overshoot
pd
5
== Past emissions (2000-2015)
0—{netzero T Model range for 2015 emissions
. Past GHG emissions and uncertainty for
= 2015 and 2019 (dot indicates the median)
-20
2000 2020 2040 2060 2080 2100
- e) Greenhouse gas emissions by
80 ;
by Net global:COz emissions sector at the time of net zero
CO,, compared to 2019
60 60
= lllustrative Mitigation
;: Pathways (IMPs)
£ “U/I g these are different
Q 9 ways to achieve
] & net-zero CO.
9 — A
& 0 = 4
S’JLHLL'SY
0 netzero net zero— 0 » » -
Sinks | g § 2 08 o o g
RE [
) 8 g 2 £ 5 4
-20 -20 £ a G = = =
2000 2020 2040 2060 2080 2100 S = £ =
) Global methane (CH,) emissions o
100 _ Key Non-CO, emissions
=) “/'J_ % Transport, industry and buildings
§ ¥ 7 Energy supply (including electricity)
f) 20 Land-use change and forestry
‘
0 net zero
2000 2020 2040 2060 2080 2100
d) Net zero CO, will be reached
before net zero GHG emissions
CO;
G — GHG
15°C . GHG |
2000 2020 2040 2060 2080 2100
Year of net zero emissions
06.06.26



Die Fakten II: Von Grenzen des Wachstums zu planetaren Grenzen

DQO CLIMATE
1972 Club of Rome ég@ -

Donella H. Meadows
Dennis L. Meadows
J¢rgen Randers
William W. Behrens Il

o072
NOIl’:!'lCéas%a&ﬂ)-s

OlyaH

Great ;
Agenda 2030
acceleration o SDGs

~ PB guardrails

A Report for THE CLUB OF ROME’S Project on the

Inaccessible | \Qvershoot pathways
Predicament of Mankind |

domain

W,
4,
(Do,
040/,cg5klc

m A POTOMAC ASSOCIATES BOOK

()

WS Y
So,

04,€1
%
PB for degradation of biosphere integrity

%
9,

Safe and ‘

just space s risk High-risk zone

Holocene-like PB-climate change
conditions

Planetary Boundary High-Risk Line

Safe Operating Space

_ Rockstrom et al. 2024

Increasing Risk High Risk Zone

www.planetaryhealthcheck.org/planetary-boundaries
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Die Fakten llI: Auswirkungen der Klimakrise auf Psyche und

Wohlbefinden

Macrosystem

&

9365 on population hea It

n socia/
ar_"t.S o r@[a »
o o,

Jé/b
\th an -
e 2,
& 6
& Yy
S o

Mental illness
Cognitive function
Behavioral impacts

Emotional regulation

5""-101;3un; el \

Qare seryices

/

Microsyste‘“

o

Exosystem }“\;

"Mpacts on proader W'

Clayton & Crandon 2025

80 Jahre BDP

planetdy heath
self-afficacy
climate psychology
sustaigibility 3 v
adoldgcents soc}wedia @ SCOPINGIEVIEW onyirggment
pro-environmigntal béh@‘{iour T = e

. & istross | .
pro-environmental behaviors 1« | Sowe ‘chm_a t‘jsfress,%mpwmmy
eco-emotions < ofief "

~ anthragocene climai@ grief

. actjsm climate
environmgdgal change

waorry
collective action
climate change worry

onmengl education =~

N Sense@ place

I i s e S e ™. Tiogton
V‘h : > :‘.‘..7 QI k 9

climate change distress . ; joundieapIs:. <Y T T T
- climate change anxiety ycun’ o?le:‘ Bt s ' S . Wildfire

deprigssion @

ecosguilt

climate chang@ anxiety scale
environm@ptal justice

global warming

Average Citation Per year and Annual Scientific Production Overtime

240 — )
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Anjum et al. 2026
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Die Fakten IV: Die direkteste Auswirkung von hoher Temperatur auf ,die
Politik*
iIScience o cerress [

OPEN ACCESS

The effect of temperature on language complexity:
Evidence from seven million parliamentary

speeches
Risto Conte
Speech complexity Estimate effect of Heterogeneity Keivabu, Tobias
(17,425,184 speeches temperature on age and Widmann
028,523 legislators speech complexity gender (in
18 countries Germany) S S e

de

Highlights

Heat has been associated
with decreased
productivity and cogpnitive
performance

We find warmer

temperatures to reduce
AT A 0. language complexity of
ﬁ%ﬂ Speech — o - fmn politicians
D complexity \ R N
BT In Germany, we observe a

larger effect of warm days

on older politicians

Climate change could
reduce the speech
complexity and

Cold Hot productivity of politicians

c T Control for
emperature on v Environmental factors
the day of the ¥Individual factors
speech v'Geographic seasonality
v'Day of week trends

2024
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Was ist die Deutsche Allianz Klimawandel und Gesundheit (KLUG e.V.)?

» Seit 2017/2019

» Sieht den komplexen Zusammenhang zwischen der
Klimakrise und Gesundheit & Wohlbefinden

» Arbeitet nach dem Prinzip der planetaren Gesundheit

> Ist ein agiles (Meta)-Netzwerk an Akteur*innen und
Institutionen aus ,care“-Professionen

» nutzt deren Kompetenzen und Wirkmacht

» ,Thinktank mit Schwarmintelligenz*

> Ubersetzt und liberbriickt

Selbstverstandnis:

» Vom Wissen ins Handeln!
» Impuls- und Ideengeber, Vernetzer*in und Vermittler*in

» Wirkt systemisch

80 Jahre BDP 06.06.26

66+ Mitgliedsorganisationen

MITGLIEDSORGANISATIONEN

& BPM

7 '4 Arztekammer
@ Schleswig Holstein o
5 °
BKK LM BILDUNGS
o\ ? { g\fﬁﬁ?ﬁ”ﬂ‘
ProVita L - -
BKK ProVita BUK ahey [
. MqH
@K &BV Freising bvmd_}.|,
Paychotherapeaten JOURSSMRN cinische Hochschule Hannover (MHH)
BV Freising oo Y
- »)) Physi
- ) ; Deutschland =
" @DDG
A A ambund  MSIODEUTSCHAND
daab.
i Havelhshe (kK ciassic
Ta—
Psychotherap: y Que
......................................... ™ -
Py A “ =
\g« I \ ETUNG | wpEuTSCHER DBU
> MERCATOR
- EOSTEORE /'\-'2

https://www.klimawandel-gesundheit.de/
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Was ist die Deutsche Allianz Klimawandel und Gesundheit (KLUG e.V.)?

80 Jahre BDP

Aufklarung uber Auswirkungen der Klimakrise auf
menschliche Gesundheit sowie uber Co-Benefits
Transformation in eine klimaneutrale &
klimaresiliente Gesellschaft, Begrenzung der
Erderwarmung auf 1,5°C

Entwicklung von Strategien zum Schutz vor der
Klimaerwarmung bzw. zur Linderung

ihrer gesundheitlichen Folgen

Klimaneutralitat des Gesundheitssektors

Social Tipping Interventionen (Otto et al. 2020)

Personal View I

Learning to treat the climate emergency together: social "®
tipping interventions by the health community
[ v M ndret ;M lacNeill, Fintan Hughes, Lujain Algodmani, Kate Charlesworth, Roberto de Almeida, Roger Harris, Bruno Jochum,

ty MG 1 MY‘\ q Nirmala, David Pencheon, ScD[IRwhmsuﬂ,}DdFlq)ShrrmanJuEVmand, m
Ha Yin, Hug ghM tgomery®
Accelerating the decarbonisation of local and national economies is a profound public health imperative. As trusted

Macro

Meso Tactics

Micro

Ladder of engagement == Time, skill, and power

More team members
More resources
More skills

More power

voices within communities around the world, health

< sn?
Hope
Strategy
Increased conﬁdence
in ability to make a

and health ions have polential 7:€251-64

Increased persistence
Increased knowledge

/ Decreased self-esteem

== Decreased sense of
self-efficacy

Instructlon
feedback

dlfference

Coach

:‘k \\Abandonment and rest

Skills Financial Social Political
capital capital capital
Constituen
Resources Y

Figure 3: Leading change together through target-based change making

06.06.26

Howard et al. 2023

| 16



Risiken und Polykrise - der systemische

Herausforderungen

W
GLOBAL
RISK

Risk connections can inform global action

RISK CATEGORIES: Economic

Widespread Debt Crisis

Figure 5: Network map of global risks

Tech-Driven Power Concentration (§

Aland Frontier Tech

Understanding which individual risks are most important

Cybersecurity
Breakdown

A Global Economic
\ = Stagnation

Global Financial
Crisis
Multilateral
Institution
Collapse Economic
Fragmentation

(&%) united Nations

Environmental Political Societal ® Technological

Among the 28 risks assessed in the survey, respondents identified geopo-
litical tensions as the most connected risk, represented as the largest node
in Figure 5. Each risk node on the network map is sized based on its de-
gree of centrality, which illustrates how interconnected a risk is. Geopoliti-
cal tensions were perceived as being most central, as both a cause and con-
sequence across various domains. Many other risks with a high degree of
centrality, such as mass movement of people, climate change inaction and
social cohesion collapse, are significant because they both influence and
are influenced by a wide array of other risks.

New Pandemic

Supply Chain Collapse

Risein =
Inequalities Geopolmna/

Mis- and Disinformation _

TN
N\
AYj
Social Cohesion

Collapse Mass

Movement /
of People /
"4

7 I\
N / {
State Sovereignty » 4
Erosion
T ) - Large-Scale War
Rule of Law
Collapse

is necessary but insufficient for identifying viable solu-
tions. It is equally critical to analyze how risks are con-

nected to better sequence responses. Some risks are rel-
atively isolated, while others are part of a complex web of

Natural Hazard
LEY

interactions that amplify and accelerate one another.

Global Sustainability

cambridge.org/sus

Intelligence Briefing

Cite this article: Collste, D. et al. (2025).
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Proliferation of
Non-State Actors

Space-Based Event

Polycrisis patterns: applying system
archetypes to crisis interactions

David Collste! ¢, Cristina I. Apetrei? (3, Linda Booth Sweeney?®, Jessica
Lynch Boucher?, Jenson Chong-Leng Goh®$, Olivier Hamant’,
Christoph E. Mandl®, Gillian S. Martin Mehers®, Riichiro Oda'® and

Bert J. M. de Vries*!

!stockholm Resilience Centre, Stockholm University, Stockholm, Sweden; “Faculty of Sustainability, Institute for
Ethics and Transdisciplinary Sustainability Research, Leuphana University, Lineburg, Germany; *Toggle Lab for
Systems Innovation, Concord, MA, USA; *Zulu Ecosystems, London, UK; *Engineering Cluster, Singapore Institute
of Technology, Singapore; “Information Technology Faculty Department, Turiba University, Riga, Latvia;
"Laboratoire de Reproduction et Développement des Plantes, Université de Lyon, Lyon, France; *Institute of
Production and Logistics, University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences Vienna, Wien, Austria; *School of
Social and Behavioural Sciences, Erasmus University Rotterdam, Rotterdam, The Netherlands; **Graduate
School of Leadership and Innovation, Shizenkan University, Chuo-ku, Japan and *'Copernicus Institute of
Sustainable Development, Utrecht University, Utrecht, The Netherlands

Biorisks

Weapons of Mass Destruction
Geoengineering Disasters

> L\alge Scale Pollution

Biodiversity
e/ )

Natural Resource
Shortages

Climate Change
Inacllm\

06.06.26

Blick auf komplexe

T T
a Environmental cluster

Climate change |
Biodiversity loss
Environmental crisis
Water crisis
Resource depletion -
Pollution |

Land system crisis

Sociop cal cluster B

Human health crisis £
Inequality |

Conflicts and wars £

Food insecurity [
Democratic backsliding [
Sociopolitical crisis £
Human rights violations [
Migration crisis |
Governance crisis ¥

Crisis of social reproduction |
Demographic crisis
Economic crisis |

Financial crisis |

Energy crisis

Crisis of global capitalism |
Technology crisis

Crisis of meaning

0 20

Count of reviewed publications

Environmental cluster

] Overlap * Humanrights violations
- Climate change - Crisis of social reproduction
+ Biodiversity loss - Human health crisis
- Land systemcrisis - Water g4 insecurity
+ Pollution crisis - Conflicts and wars
- Resource depletion - Migration crisis

» Democratic backsliding

40

Overlap
Crisis of social :
reproduction .
Inequality .
Governance crisis .
Demographic crisis

Economic cluster

Financial crisis

Energy crisis

Crisis of global capitalism
Technology crisis

Crisis of meaning

Rakowski et al. 2025



Demokratie

Sie ist vielleicht die machtigste Idee der Galaxie

ABER

— Germany (2024)

. . Representation Rights Rule of Law Participation

Geboren in Griechenland — s 1ntt Zt - nﬂpt Einstellungen zur Demokratie

. . . . . - . an ng
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Demokratie und Kliimawandel

Democracy and the Challenge of
Climate Change

International IDEA Discussion Paper 3/2021

80 Jahre BDP

ENVIRONMENTAL POLITICS
2022, VOL. 31, NO. 5, 735-754 é Routledge
https://doi.org/10.1080/09644016.2022.2083478 Taylor & Francis Group

W) Check for updates

Politicizing climate change in times of populism: an
introduction

Jens Marquardt and Markus Lederer

Institute of Political Science, Technical University of Darmstadt, Darmstadt, Germany

ABSTRACT

With this introduction to the special issue on climate politics, democracy, and
populism, we lay the ground for the multiplicity of analyses that follow. We
highlight the essentially contested nature of concepts like (de-)politicization,
populism, and democracy that reject the notion of a single definition. We do so
by outlining what post-, de-, and re-politicization can mean, how diverse the
perspectives on populism are, and which ones help guide us in this special
issue. We present the different arenas where the politicization of climate
change is happening and which mechanisms are at work, particularly concern-
ing right-wing populism. We discuss our joint understandings of democratic
governance and what challenges, as well as opportunities, populism brings to
the table. We do not provide a single theoretical framework but rather
a typology of the various understandings of these concepts to outline how
each contribution relates to it.

KEYWORDS Populism; climate politics; democracy; politicization; depoliticization; climate change

06.06.26

ENVIRONMENTAL POLITICS é Routledge
https://doi.org/10.1080/09644016.2025.2538360 Taylor & Francis Group
RESEARCH ARTICLE 8 OPEN ACCESS "’ Check for updates

The missing link: democracy, education, and carbon
emissions

Patricia Bromley (%, Jared Furuta® and Evan Schofer®

aGraduate School of Education and Doerr School of Sustainability, Stanford University,
Stanford, CA, USA; Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society, Stanford University, Stanford,
CA, USA; Department of Sociclogy, UC Irvine, Irvine, CA, USA

ABSTRACT

Democracy is thought to play a key role in protecting the environment: in
theory, free elections and civil rights allow citizens to hold political leaders
accountable, which should then lead to stronger environmental protections.
Despite its conceptual appeal, empirical evidence that democratic contexts
produce stronger pro-environmental outcomes has been inconclusive. We
focus on an overlooked factor - the average level of education in a country -
to help explain the heterogeneous effects of democracy on carbon emissions.
Using multilevel panel regression models of 155 countries from 1990 to 2019,
we find that democracy is associated with reduced carbon emissions at the
national level when a country’s population has higher overall levels of educa-
tion. Education, we contend, increases participation in formal and informal
political channels, increases media literacy and scientific knowledge, and
shapes pro-environmental preferences, which enable democracies to more
effectively promote pro-environmental change.

ARTICLE HISTORY Received 8 October 2024; Accepted 16 July 2025

KEYWORDS Democracy; education; carbon emissions; climate change; cross-national; longitudinal
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Demokratie - Gesundheit & Wohlbefinden

Concepts and New Frontiers for Development

Democracy: the forgotten determinant of mental health

Marilyn Wise and Peter Sainsbury

Context

Promoting mental health is a relatively new initiative being
taken by i [ and individuals in
countries across the world.”* These initiatives have been
stimulated, variously, by concerns such as the global burden

of depression, high rates of suicide among young people in
some populations, and growing evidence of mental health
inequalities.* In addition, even in economically developed
nations there is debate about whether the proportion of
people expressing satisfaction with their quality of life and/or
happi increasing with ece i h.”* These illnesses,

causes of premature death, and feelings of disappointment,
despair and unhappiness are indicators of poor mental health
in populations.

At the same time there has been growing evidence that, in
addition to biological and behavioural factors, the health of
populations is influenced, significantly, by social determinants

nature medicine

Review article

https://doi.org/10.1038/41591-024-03307-w

Political polarization and health

Received: 6 July 2024

Jay ) VanBavel @', Shana Kushner Gadarian ®°, Eric Knowles* &

18 2024

of health. Furthermore, the significant, persistent i
in health outcomes (including mental health) experienced
within and between countries have been found to be
positively associated with the unequal distribution of the social
determinants of health.*"? Mare explicitly, the unequal
distribution of the social determinants of health means that
thase people and groups who have the most limited access to
these experience feelings of alienation, shame, powerlessness,
despair and anger - all of which are linked with higher levels
of mental ill-health.

Ifitis to be possible to achieve positive mental health outcomes
across populations, and to ensure that the distribution is
equitable, it will be necessary to redistribute the social
determinants of health. On one hand, this is a major challenge
for health i ifically and for societi lly. On
the other hand, it is within reach. The distribution of the social
determinants of health is the responsibility of human decision-

Published online: 25 October 2024

# Check for updates

Kai Rugg

Inaddition to social determinants of health, such as economic resources,
education, access to care and various environmental factors, there is
growing evidence that political polarization poses a substantial risk
toindividual and collective well-being. Here we review the impact of
political polarization on public health. We describe the different forms of
polarization and how they are connected to health outcomes, highlighting
the COVID-19 pandemic as a case study of the health risks of polarization.
We then offer strategies for mitigating potential harms associated with
polarization, with an emphasis on building social trust. Finally, we propose
future research directions on this topic, underscore the need for more work
inaglobal context and encourage greater collaboration between social
scientists and medical scientists. We conclude that polarization is a serious—
iflargely overlooked—determinant of health, whose impacts must be more
thoroughly understood and mitigated.

» Zusammenhang (psychische) Gesundheit/\Wohlbefinden und

Demokratie

» Polarisierung wirkt sich negativ auf psychische Gesundheit aus

» Reprasentation und Akzeptanz von Menschen mit psychischen

Beschwerden im politischen Alltag und als Wahler*innen

80 Jahre BDP
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The role of health and health systems in shaping political

202 5 engagement and rebuilding trust in democratic institutions
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Was tun? Individuell (1) - Systemisch (S), oder A (Agency)?

The i-frame and the s-frame: How focusing on individual-
level solutions has led behavioral public policy astray

Published online by Cambridge University Press: 05 September 2022

Nick Chater and George Loewenstein Show author details

m Related commentaries  Metrics

What roles do individuals in
the target population
occupy?

What high-impact
behaviour could be
targeted?

Community activist — Organizing community
campaigns to push for
low-carbon infrastructure

such as bike lanes

Citizen

— Select renewable energy
provider for the workplace

Hospital procurement
officer

Professional

Pension fund manager — Shift capital allocation
towards low-carbon
investments and away

from high-emitting assets

Investor

Urban resident — Rent an electric cargo bike
when needed instead of

buying a car

Consumer

Film actor —> Modelling low-carbon
travel choices in

high-visibility context

Role model

Fig.1| The a-frame includes roles, high-impact behaviours, constraints and
intervention pathways. The a-frame informs intervention design by identifying
target populations’ roles and context-specific, high-impact behaviours. For

The a-frame in action

What structures constrain
this behaviour for whom?

— Legal/political risks for —_
marginalized groups

— Under-resourced —
institutions have low
budgets

— Limited divestment options —
in employer pension plans

— Electric bike rental schemes —
are preferentially rolled out
in majority white
neighbourhoods

—> Risk of backlash or —_—
accusations of hypocrisy

each role-behaviour pairing, structural constraints (for example, institutional

80 Jahre BDP
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Agency-aware intervention design

Leverage agency

Target civic groups with
high perceived legitimacy

Nudge senior procurement
officers with defaults

Provide low-carbon
investments as defaults

Target higher-income
individuals using
identity-congruent framing

Enable actors to join
coalitions that offer
collective support and
visibility

Expand agency

— Establish formal
participatory governance
mechanisms

—> Mandate sustainability
criteria in procurement
policy

— Establish climate-risk
education and certification
for fund managers

— Outreach and incentive
campaigns for low-income
groups using rental
schemes

—> |nstitutionalize sustainability
requirements across the
entertainment industry

barriers) are made explicit. These mappings informinterventions that either
leverage existing agency (for example, targeting high-legitimacy populations) or
expand agency (for example, creating supportive infrastructures).

Comment

Leveraging agency for climate change
mitigation

Charlotte A. Kukowski, Kristian 5. Nislsen, Swen J. Kithne, Clover Hogan,
Sander van der Li i rit Zwie
Kimberly A. Nicholas.

Climate debates often frame individual

behaviour and systems change as distinct Box1
pathways to action. We suggest that social = A
Change arises from individuals'agencywithin  ABENCY in social systems
their roles in soci this .
gency i toachieve that
meaningful climate change mitigation.

* Chock for updatar

Kukowski et al. 2026
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Soziale Mobilisation am Beispiel FFF (rabel et ai. 2029

nature human behaviour

Article

https://doi.org/10.1038/541562-024-02075-4

Therelationship between the youth-led
Fridays for Future climate movement and
voting, politicianand mediabehaviourin

Germany

Received: 24 July 2023

Accepted: 28 October 2024

Published online: 23 December 2024

W Check for updates

80 Jahre BDP

Marc Fabel', Matthias Fliickiger?, Markus Ludwig®*, Helmut Rainer***,
Maria Waldinger ® *¢/ * & Sebastian Wichert®*’

We study the relationship between the Fridays for Future climate protest
movement in Germany and citizen political behaviour. In 2019, crowds of
young protesters, mostly under voting age, demanded immediate climate
action. Exploiting cell-phone-based mobility data and hand-collected
information onnearly 4,000 climate protests, we created a highly
disaggregated measure of protest participation. Using this measure, we
show that Green Party vote shares increased more in counties with higher
protest participation (n = 960). To address the possibility of non-random
protest participation, we used various empirical strategies. When we
examined mechanisms, we found evidence for three relevant factors:
reverse intergenerational transmission of pro-environmental attitudes
from children to parents (n=76,563), stronger climate-related social media
presence by Green Party politicians (n = 197,830) and increased local media
coverage of environmental issues (2 = 47,060). Our findings suggest that
youth protests may initiate the societal change needed to overcome the
climate crisis.

Nachhaltigkeit?

Cumulative number of climate protests

06.06.26
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— Cumulative number of climate protests
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Fig.3|Pre-trends. Point estimates (dots) and 95% Cls (capped horizontal

bars) of the election-cycle-interacted effect of protest participation. Protest
participationis standardized so that the meanis 0 and the standard deviationis
1. The dependent variable is the vote share of the Green Party. ‘FFF’ denotes the
election cycle after the emergence of the FFF movement, whereas ‘FFF-z’ denotes
the preceding zelection cycles. n =3,979 unique observations. The measure

of centre is the average. Statistics: FFF-4 (5 =-0.084; P= 0.444;95% Cl,-0.325

to 0.155), FFF-3 (8=0.257; P= 0.249; 95% Cl,-0.215t0 0.729), FFF-2 (= 0.131;
P=0.586;95% Cl,-0.395to 0.658), FFF-1 (baseline), FFF (= 0.586; P= 0.002; 95%
ClI,0.288t00.885).
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Anderer Ansatz: Reaktanz ,liberwinden*
- einfach machen!?

Standardized
reactance difference

Study [95% C1]
Study 2 (N =719, M g, = 40.09, SD ¢, = 13.12)

Car taxation : ] 0.58 [0.32, 0.84]

Alcohol taxation p—— 0.50 [0.24, 0.75]

Meat taxation - —— 0.35[0.10, 0.61]
Study 3A (N =244, M g, = 39.56, SD .5, = 13.46)

Mandatory vaccination ] 0.34 [0.09, 0.60]
Study 3B (N =809, M, =39.17, SD ., = 12.27)

Speed limit = 0.23 [0.09, 0.37]
Study 4A (N =600, M ;. = 39.81, 5D, = 12.62)

Car ban ] 0.43 [0.27, 0.59]

RE Model (Q = 7.90, df = 5, p = 0.16; I = 39.2%) - 0.39[0.28, 0.49]

Cohen's d

=
p N AS PSYCHOLOGICAL AND COGNITIVE SCIENCES .\}

Chack for
upaates.

Psychological reactance to system-level policies before and after
their implementation

Armin Granulo®' &), Christoph Fuchs® @, and Rabert Bshm®**

Affiliations are included on p. 9.

Edited by Elke Weber, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ; received May 17, 2024; accepted March 19, 2025

Ex-ante: Antizipierte personliche Verluste
treiben Reaktanz

Ex-post: Gesellschaftliche Gewinne und
ausbleibende Verluste hemmen Reaktanz
Transient!

Mehr Systemwandel wagen ?! (CAVE!)

Fig. 2. Forest plot of mean differences in psychological reactance to system-level policies before (ex ante) vs. after (ex post) their implementation across Studies
2-4A. Note: Differences in psychological reactance refer to standardized differences. The experimental materials were comparable and varied in policy contexts
as described in Materials and Methods; thus, the four studies can be understood as conceptual replications. The overall effects were calculated using a random

effects model for meta-analysis. Q and I? were used for heterogeneity assessment among the studies. Cls refer to 95% Cl.
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Evidenz-informierte und Werte-orientierte Politik
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Evidence-Based Decision making
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Evidence-Informed Decision Making

Aryeetey et al. 2017

OECD Public Governance Reviews

Building Capacity
for Evidence-Informed
Policy-Making
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Deliberative democracy and the climate crisis
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ABSTRACT
No ic state has yet i a climate plan strong enough to meet
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80 Jahre BDP

the goals of the Paris Agreement. This has led some to argue that democracy can-
not cope with a challenge of this magnitude. In this article, we take stock of the
claim that a more delil ive d ic system can our ability to
respond effectively to the climate crisis. The most visible development in this direc-
tion is the recent citizens' assemblies on climate change in Ireland, France, and
the UK. We begin our analysis of the promise of deliberative democracy with a rec-
ognition of the difficulties that democracies face in tackling climate change, includ-
ing short-termism; the ways in which scientific and expert evidence are used; the
influence of powerful political interests; and the relationship between people and
the politicians that represent them. We then introduce the theoretical tradition of
deliberative democracy and examine how it might ameliorate the challenges
democracies face in responding to the climate crisis. We evaluate the contribution
of deliberative mini-publics, such as citizens’ assemblies and juries, and look
beyond these formal processes to examine how deliberation can be embedded in
political and social systems around the world. We conclude that deliberation-based
reforms to democratic systems, including but not limited to deliberative mini-pub-
lics, are a necessary and potentially transformative ingredient in climate action.

This article is categorized under:

+ Perceptions, Behavior, and Communication of Climate Change >
Communication

+ Policy and Governance > Governing Climate Change in Communities,
Cities, and Regions

KEYWORDS
citizens' assemblies, cli
democracy

mini-publics,

democracy,
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Reflection

Zukunftsfahigkeit

The Future as a Democratic Resource

Jonathan White

Belicfs about the future shape attitudes, experiences, and priorities in the present. This article explores the relationship between

democracy and the expected world o come. As it argues, visions of the furre are an imporant resource for demoeraic politics,

o putting the present in critical aiding in the formation of a collective agent, and commicment in advrsity.
Indirectly, they contribute also o the legitimacy of democratic nsticucions, shaping the exercise of citzenship and the capaciey to

\ contend with the flaws of ion. The ds H of the imagined future becomes even more visible in today’s
age of skepticism toward future-regarding politics, in which speculative modes of thinking run up against the desire for certainty and

intermediate

artefacts
infrastructures
memories
experience(s)
expectations
fears/hopes
plans/visions/ ...

S~

time frame

» PLAUSIBLE

. PROBABLE

~..shaping of present/future =
reconfiguration of past <2
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forward flow of time

backward influence of futures

' PRESENT [FUTURE(S

——  TRAJECTORIES
=k WLDCARDS
@  scENARIoS
(O BLACK SwaNs
'~ ") UNKNOWN UNKNOWNS

precision.

he waning of the future as a political reference point
T is widely reported today. In their rhetoric and

actions, politicians are said to be shifting toward
piecemeal forms of problem solving and efforts 1o preserve
a receding status quo. In a book called The Lost Future, Jan
Zielonka (2023, 137) writes of the ascendancy of those
who “have little reassurance to offer about the clouds
gathering over our heads, [preferring to] talk about heroic
or glorious history... . To address the future, you need a
strategy and resources, but to address the past you only
need rherorical skills.” Such a reading reflects a wider sense
that future-regarding politics is an ever-diminishing fea-
ture of democraric life (cf. Mackenzie 2021).

This article examines what is at stake in this apparent
retreat from the furure. How might the future be a
democratic resource, and what happens when it is put to
one side? What gers lasl when the future is lost? Con(em»
porary th ion tends to approach these
temporal matters in terms of ties to the young and the
unborn (e.g., Gosseries and Meyer 2009). Certainly, the
cthics of intergencrational obligation offers powerful rea-
son to care about the place of the future in politics, but this
article presents a different approach. If actors have reason
to keep the future in sigh, it is not just for the sake of the
world they leave behind—perspectives on what lies ahead

shape affairs in the moving present. To grasp democracy’s
relation to the future, one must consider how its practices
and institutions reflect the hopes, fears, expectations, and
blind spots of the living. Democratic theory needs to
expand its gaze beyond the “future present,” as it may
one day transpire, to the “present furure” as it is imagined
today (Luhmann 1976).

This article begins by looking more closely at the lost-
future thesis. As the first section argues, if there is some-
thing distinctive about the outlook of politicians in con-
temporary western democracies, it is not that they meet
the future with indifference. Public officials continue to
invest heavily in sctting targets for policy and identifying
risks. In some ways these concerns are more pronounced
than ever, and they have more than a near focus on the
coming weeks and months. If future-regarding politics is
in some sense diminished, it concerns how the future is
invoked. Specifically, in question today is the willingness
of represenatives to develop comprehensive visions of
how the future can be positively shaped. We see policies
for the future but much less often a politics. A preoccupa-
tion with targets and threats tends to displace a more
principled and agential approach. A reactive stance,
focused on adapting to the probable and dodging the
worst, is typical.

The second section provides an initial analysis of why a

c hensive vision of the future might matrer. It argues

Jonathan White © is a professor of politics at the London
School of Economics and Political Science (7.p.white @le.ac.
k). His books include In the Long Run: The Future a5 2
Political Idea (2024), Politics of Last Resort: Governing by
Emergency in the European Union (2019), and, with Lea
Ypi, The Meaning of Partisanship (2016).

doi:10.1017/51537592724002871

that broader visions of the future hold particular signifi-
cance for those committed to social change. For much of
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, movements and
partics defined themselves by future-oriented programs of
reform from which they drew strength in various ways.
The “isms” they pioneered combined tangible goals with

1
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» Temporal Discounting

» Future-orientation vs. Politische Myopie
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Zukunftsfahigkeit

ONE OF BARACK OBAMA'S
FAVOURITE BOOKS OF THE YEAR

THE
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x
FUTURE

KIM STANLEY
ROBINSON

A novel that presents a rousing vision of how we might
te to overcome the greatest challenge of our time'
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Envisioning ecopolitical futures: Reading climate fiction as
political theory

Sophia Hatzisavvidou
Depurement of Politics, Languages and internutiona! Studies, University of Bath, Claverion Down, BA2 7AY, United Kingdom

ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

thriving, There is less attention 10 the specific ways i
levant to these scholarl ns. Thi

knowledges through which
cept of ecopolitcal imaginary

rsalism underpinning it. ing argument is that reading climate
cory offers insight into envisioning just sustainable futures.
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Meine zwei Favoriten: Ambiguititstoleranz und intellektuelle
Bescheidenheit

INTOLERANCE OF AMBIGUITY AS AN
EMOTIONAL AND PERCEPTUAL
PERSONALITY VARIABLE

ELSE FRENKEL-BRUNSWIK
Insirtuse of Chiid Welfare
University of Caltforms
INTRODUCTION

In recent years there have been an increasing number of attempts
to integrate the field of perception with that of motivation and of
personality These attempts may take either of two opposite direc-
tions  One 1s ch d by a basic depend: on the outlook,
the pi , and the tech developed 1n the general psychology
of percephon This approach may be further subdivided in the fol-
lowing manner The motivational angle is either, first, superim-
posed upon this nucleus of general problems of perception as an
additional element or factor, or second, derived from it by an ex-
pansion of 'pts or p m the field of percep-
tion Both these subdivisions may be characterized as perception-
centered

The opposite direction 1s taken by a third group of investigations
These are orgamzed about major patterns of findings onginating
mn some area of personality research, problems or findings of per-
ception-psychology are brought nto the picture by way of analogy
as convenient means in the testing of hypotheses, or in some other
secondary role This may be called the personality-centered ap-
proach

Thas 15 not to say that with the first two cases the primary interest
1s always n perception, and with the third always in personality
On the contrary, the deaisive slant may n each case be given by the
new element of thought mjected rather than by the core to which
this new element 15 added

In the present paper the third, personality-centered, approach is
apphed to concepts and findings origmating in the sphere of emo-
tional ambivalence and to their expansion into experiments on per-
ceptual ambiguity proper and on related subjects which had been

Else Frenkel-Brunswick (1908-1958)
Ambiguitats(in)toleranz

80 Jahre BDP

Valuing other
people’s
beliefs

Social-behavioural components

Recognizing limits
of knowledge
and fallibility

Expressing
intellectual
humility through
behaviour

Porter et al. 2022

06.06.26

Journal of Ethics and Social Philosophy https://doi.org/10.26556/jesp.v27i2.2856
VOL. 27, NO. 2 - APRIL 2024 © 2024 Authors

ISINTELLECTUAL HUMILITY COMPATIBLE
WITH POLITICAL CONVICTION?

Michael Hannon and Ian James Kidd

Acta Psychologica 250 (2024) 104495

‘Contents lists available at ScienceDirect
Acta Psychologica
ELSEVIER journal www.elsevi
L))
Unveiling the perception of politicians’ intellectual humility A

Martha R. Cooper, Irmak Olcaysoy Okten ™

"Department of Psychology, Florida State Universiy, USA
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sEin-Personen-Empirie“ — wo hilft mir die Psychologie?

FA
Psychiatrie & PT

Angewandte W
Individuum

80 Jahre BDP

FA
OGW
Angewandte W
Population

Kommunikation

06.06.26
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Verhandlung/Kompromissfahigkeit

~
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Und welchen Impact haben Sie?

» Vertrauen in Vertreter.innen der psychologischen Facher

ist grundsatzlich grol3 (z.B. Psychologists4Future)

» Evidenz-informierte Kommunikation

» Spagat aus ,lauter” Klarheit und intellektueller

Bescheidenheit nach aul3en

» Werte-basierte Klarheit nach innen

Ansehen einzelner Berufsgruppen 2024 in Prozent™

Es haben ein (sehr) hohes Ansehen:

Feuerwehrmann/-frau
Krankenpfleger(in)

Arzt/Arztin
in)

Polizist(in)

Erzieher(in) im Kindergarten/Kita
Miillmann/-frau

Richter(in)

Techniker(in)

Lehrer(in)

Soldat(in)

Hochschulp in)

Pilot(in)
Kanal-Kl&rwerksmitarbeiter(in)
Forster(in)
Justizvollzugsbeamter/-beamtin
Lokfiihrer(in)

Brieftriger(in)

Unternehmer(in)
Studienrat/Studienritin
Beamter/Beamtin
EDV-Sachbearbeiter(in)
Steuerberater(in)

Journalist(in)

Bankangestellte(r)
Steuerbeamter(in)
Gewerkschaftsfunktionar(in)
Politiker(in)

Mitarbeitende einer Tel lIschaft
Mitarbeitende in einer Wert ur
Versicherungsvertreter(in)

80 Jahre BDP

dbb Monitor Offentlicher Dienst 2025

* dargestellt ist jeweils der Anteil an Befrag-

ten, die ein sehr hohes oder hohes Ansehen
von der jeweiligen Berufsgruppe haben

06.06.26

PSYCHOLOGISTS’ PUBLIC JUDGMENTS OF SOCIETAL CHANGE

Figure 4.

Comparative perceptions of psychological scientists by the public.

Public Health Scientist I
o Psychological Scientist I
s edical Practitioner | E—-
o 2 Social Worker -
o0 Epidemiologist -
55 Historian _
o o Economist -
T Political Scientist -
Avg. American I —
olitician (-
0 2 4

Public Perception
of Accuracy

7
5 S Psychological Scientist I
= .5 Public Health Scientist -
O w© Social Worker 4
Q. T  Medical Practitioner -
y B Epidemiologist -
o £ Hnstorla‘n -
O E Economist -
S o Political Scientist -
o O Avg. American I
) & Politician -

o

2 4

Public Preference
for Recommendations

Hutchinson et al. 2022
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Resiliente Demokratie - Mega(behaviorale) Studien

Polity

(Selbst)Verwaltung

Autocracy A\

Threshold to autocracy

} Safety layers

Drift slowed by public or x \
behavioral interventions Potential near misses

Protected by behavioral Eroded by

science interventions risk factors

Drift powered by
elite norm violations

Democracy v >
Time
Soziales
Etc.
80 Jahre BDP

Abels et al. 2024

p NAS PNAS Nexus, 2026, 5, pgaf400
% https://doi.org/10.1093/pnasnexus/pgaf400
v NEXUS

Advance access publication 27 January 2026
Research Report

A megastudy of behavioral interventions to catalyze
public, political, and financial climate advocacy

Danielle Goldwert@a'*, Sara M. Constamino@b, Yash Patel@b, Anandita Sabherwal @C, Christoph Semken@b'd, Cameron Brick@e,
Anna Castiglionef, Ramit Debnath @g, Kimberly C. Doell @h, Rachit Dubey @i, Ke Fangj, Matthew H. Goldberg@k, Wei Ji Ma @1,
Kristian S. Nielsen (0™, Steve Rathje®, Claudia R. Schneider (#)°, Michael Sheldrick™4, Ganga Shreedhar (B, Sander van der Linden ()?,
Janquel Acevedo@t, Raihan Alam@“, Mélusine Boon-Falleur@", Ondrej Buchel @‘”, Xinghui Chen @", Patricia W. Cheng@y,
Adrien Fabre (B)?, Matthew Feinberg@“, Joris Frese &, Kylie Fuller(®2°, Marvin Helferich (0°?, Jaroslaw Kantorowicz (2,

Elena Kantorowicz-Reznichenko (£, Allen Kim?€, Joan J. H. Kim®", Junho Lee (2", Artur Marchewka (£, Matto Mildenberger (),
Adam Pearson@ak, John-Henry Pezzuto", Veronica Pizziol @al, Marjorie Prokosch@am, John Protzko @a“, Guilherme A. Ramos@a"-ap,
Willow Rose (8*™, David K. Sherman (5%, Emma Swanson®, Stylianos Syropoulos (9%, Alessandro Tavoni {2, Maximilian H. Thiel®",
Leaf Van Boven@“, Robb Wﬂler@a", Tao Yang@aw, Dominika Zaremba @ai and Madalina Vlasceanu @b'*

RESEARCH

RESEARCH ARTICLE SUMMARY

Megastudy testing 25 treatments to reduce
antidemocratic attitudes and partisan animosity

Jan G. Voelkel{, Michael N. Stagnarot, James Y. Chut, et al.
2024
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Zusammenfassung
» Der Planet und die Demokratie stehen unter Stress

» 6/9 planetaren Grenzen uberschritten
Affektive Polarisierung

Auswirkungen von Kl, Desinformation

>
» Politische Myopie in Verbindung mit fehlendem, glaubhaftem Zukunftsnarrativ
>
» Etc.

» Demokratie stellt durch Moglichkeit der Selbstwirksamkeit und Handlungsfahigkeit ein

Bindeglied zwischen individuellen und systemischen Bedarfen dar
» Ziel muss sein, diese Kompetenzen zu gewahrleisten und zu verstarken
» Keine Scheu vor Komplexitat (,wicked problems®)
» Zukunftsfahigkeit lernen

» Multiple Interventionen moglich, u.a.

» Mehr deliberative Demokratieelemente

» Soziale Kipppunkte verfolgen

» Ungewissheit kommunizieren und aushalten

» Resonanzraume schaffen (Citizen Assemblies, Climate Cafés (De Jong et al. 2025))

» Psychologie spielt Uberall eine wichtige Rolle

80 Jahre BDP 06.06.26

.,Man muss nuchterne,
geduldige Menschen
schaffen, die nicht
verzweifeln angesichts
der schlimmsten
Schrecken und sich nicht
an jeder Dummheit
begeistern. Pessimismus
des Verstandes,
Optimismus des Willens®
— Gefangnishefte, H. 28,
§ 11, 2232
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Antonio Gramsci (1891-1937), Q: Wikipedia



Vielen Dank fiirs Zuhoren!

thomas.goetz@posteo.de

o

Q: Wikipedia
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Multiple Streams

80 Jahre BDP

Q: ChatGPT

06.06.26

Policy Thread or Stream
Policy Stage

POIiCY Problem Politics
Solution

Agenda-Setting
Critical Juncture #1 — Agenda-Setting
Process F=====_ (Formal Agenda Entrance (Kingdon) to
Formulation)
Policy Formulation

Critical Juncture #2 — End of Formulation
(Alternative Develop ) and Transiti

To Decision-Making

Decision-Making

Critical Juncture #3 - End of
Decision-Making and Transition to
Implementation

Program

Policy Implementation

e Critical Juncture #4 -Transition from
) ion to Evaluati

Policy Evaluation

Critical Juncture #5 — End of Evaluation
———=__ And Return to Agenda-Setting

Howlett et al. 2017
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Werte-orientierte Politik

APPLYING VALUES AND IDENTITIES
TO POLICYMAKING .

For any policy initiative, ask yourself ‘How does it correspond
to citizens' most important values in life?’ o
N
This figure will help you think in a structured way about @l
Fight climate
change

different values based on a model replicated in over
200 samples in 80 countries

A
Equality
«@» @)
Q * Aworld
Y inded

What are the core values of citizens?
Citizens' values can be divided into

four general directions (‘higher order values:
Self-transcendence, Opennes to change,
Conservation, Self-enhancement’).

What to do:
Think about how the policy problem is seen through

the lens of each value. For example, how is someone
who values Self-enhancement thinking about the facts,
what would they like to know? What is their top concern?
Self-
transcendence

Can we be more precise?
Going deeper will help you design v
policy that respects citizens' values. Forgiving
Each of the general value directions
summarises several personal values. 9 0
What to do: Helpful
- Ask yourself ‘What would a preferred solution ﬂ.
to the problem look like through each ¢
Accepting
‘my portion
in life

of the values lenses?"
What solutions would be especially problematic?
« Are there solutions for all values
or is a trade-off needed?
Q0
Honouring
elders

How to communicate policies?
Learning about how citizens and politicians
describe policies in values terms will help make
sense of the debate and communicate better.

5

Obedient

What to do:
Listen to the debate about the policy issue

and identify the values terms used. What values

are expressed and how do they relate to each other?

Where are values in tension? Apply this in own your communication.

Traditional
morality

Q: https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/blog/understanding-values-pol

80 Jahre BDP

(]

for tradition oo
Socal e Belonging 20Tk €Y

3
y
%,
s,
f.. 3
=L
Freedom e
Independent @y
GNUW\V%
Self..
0
recy, Bt

4
%
5
z
g
o

Openness
to change Y)

i ) |
/I\ Self-enhancement 2
0 T

=)
@ @/ Family

"

Blind patriotism

Law
and order

06.06.26

i

Enfzng@

Pleasure

Viealtn
e
Social

recognition

Pro military
intervention

HOW VALUES WORK
Complementarity effect

Opposition effect

Openness
to change timulation
Hedonism
i H
\
Conservation =

If one value is very important If one value is very important
for a person, he/she is less likely | for a person, he/she is more likely
to attach importance to values | to attach importance to nearby
further away on the circle values on the circle.

Values to social identity

identify $
@ P the values g
Yo iidii
during the __ Values
oo debate 33
Some people are more prone to be

interested in group perspectives
than others. Values reflect this fact

Instantiation effect

Connecting policies to citizens'
values can help make policies
more effective and more

understand.

Keep social identities in mind!
Values are important, but citizens also care
about what their social groups think and how
they are affected. Social groups include family,
local or religious communities, national
identity as well as political parties.
What to do:
Think about which groups are important to

a policy issue, which are likely to enter
the debate or be affected

’f)u
015,
dns Ano.p 4o Tenpiaipul

enterprise
What's the big picture in politics?

For each value, studies have shown a correlation
to major political attitudes.

Knowing these allows you to navigate hotly debated issues.
What to do:

Understand the values behind each political attitude
and learn how to address them when designing policies.

n European
Commission

icymaking-challenges_en (2022)
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Psychologische Distanz

Impacts
of climate
change

80 Jahre BDP

06.06.26

Collective
climate
action

Fine 2024
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Die zeitliche Dimension von Politik

Intertemporal trade-off
toward future

Jacobs 2016

History and Theory 62, no. 4 (December 2023), 3-23 © 2023 The Authors. History and Theory published by O tion 1
Wiley Periodicals LLC on behalf of Wesleyan University. ISSN: 0018-2656 p
DOI: 10.1111/hith.12324 .

ARTICLE .

Option 4

Option 5

THE TIME OF POLITICS, THE POLITICS OF TIME, AND POLITICIZED

TIME: AN INTRODUCTION TO CHRONOPOLITICS REdiStl'i buti on towa rd

FERNANDO ESPOSITO AND TOBIAS BECKER' Grou p A

Redistribution toward
Group B

Option 2 Option 3

ABSTRACT

Jacobs 2016

Time is so deeply interwoven with all aspects of politics that its centrality to the political is
frequently overlooked. For one, politics has its own times and rhythms. Secondly, time can
be an object and an instrument of politics. Thirdly, temporal attributes are used not only
to differentiate basic political principles but also to legitimize or delegitimize politics. Fi-
nally, politics aims at realizing futures in the present or preventing them from materializing.
Consequently, the relationship between politics and time encompasses a broad spectrum of
phenomena and processes that cry out for historicization. In our introduction to this His-
tory and Theory theme issue on chronopolitics, we argue that the concept of chronopolitics
makes it possible to do this and, in the process, to move the operation of rethinking his-
torical temporalities from the periphery toward the center of historiographical attention as
well as to engage in a dialogue with scholars from a wide range of disciplines. To this
end, we propose a broad concept of chronopolitics by discussing existing definitions, by
distinguishing between three central dimensions of chronopolitics (the time of politics, the
politics of time, and politicized time), and by systematizing possible approaches to study-
ing chronopolitics.

Zeitperspektive(n) in ihren Moglichkeiten und Beschrankungen
Futures Literacy

Was ist wann machbar?

Eigene/Gruppenzeitwahrnehmung

Zeitwahrnehmung in der Bevolkerung

Synchronisation

Etc.

YV V V V V VYV VY
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Nostalgie

Subjective mcome

Region

Left-right

80 Jahre BDP

Age
Gender Qntologj_cal
msecurlt y
Education
Oceupation Powerlessness Nostalgia

Relative deprivatio n

Rogenhofer et al. 2022

A HISTORY OF A DANGEROUS EMOTION

NOSTALGIA

AGNES ARNOLD-FORSTER

Public Opinion Quarterty (2024) Vol 88 No4, 11211140

Nostalgia in Politics

Spencer Goidel'* (), Kirby Goidel® (9, Paul M. Kellstedt*(®

!Assistant Profeessor, Department of Political Science, Auburn University, Aubum, AL, US
“Professor, Department of Political Science, Texas A&M University, College Station, TX, US
*Professor, Department of Politieal Science, Texas A&M University, College Station, TX, US

Abstract Throughout the 2016 presidential campaign, Donald
Tramp promised to voters that, if elected, he would “make America
great again.” Trump’s explicitly nostalgic appeal was rooted in the col-
lective perception, shared by at least some voters, that life was better
(and simpler) in the past. Nostalgic appeals have a long history in
American politics. Trump’s “Make America Great Again” (MAGA)
slogan was co-opted from Reagan’s “let’s make America great again.”
Despite their long history, we suspect that, as nostalgic appeals have
become central to the Republican Party’s messaging, nostalgia-
susceptible voters have sorted into the Republican y. Recently,
scholars have d to better the political ¢
of nostalgia on voting for populist parties, both in general and specifi-
cally for Donald Trump. We make three contributions to the literature.
First, using an open-ended prompt, we consider more carefully what
people mean when they say they long for the “good old days.”
Second, we use these open-ended responses to inform our measure-
ment of nostalgia and whether it reflects a longing for the past or pes-
simism about the future. In doing so, we show the importance of
and media (i.e., Fox News) as predictors of
individual-level nostalgia. Third, we connect our measure of nostalgia
10 vote choice during the 2022 midterm election—demonstrating that
the effects are broader than support for Donald Trump. Overall, we
contend that if one is to fully understand contemporary politics, one
needs to know how nostalgia influences political attitudes
and behaviors.

Until recently, the field of political science has largely ignored nostalgia
and its effect on political behavior; however, the global rise of populist
politicians making nostalgic appeals 1o voters (Betz and Johnson 2004;

*Corresponding author: Spencer Goidel, Department of Political Science, Auburn University,
8022 Haley Center, Auburn, Al 36849, US; email: goidel@auburn.edu.

Advance Access publication Febeusry 13, 2025
© The Authorfc) 2125, Published by Oxfod University Press on behslf of American Association for Public Opinion Research.

Al rights peservedt. For commercial e-ise, plase Gontact RNt @oup.com for repints nd ranslation Aghts for eprints. All othcr
permissions can be obtained throogh our RightsLink service in the Remissions ink on the arile page on our site—for urther n-
for e contact omals permissions @ cup o
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Fig. 1 Interactive effects of nostalgia and income on well-being. Note: Dashed lines indicate the figures
are zoomed in to more easily display the direction of the relationships. The negative relationships be-
tween nostalgia and well-being are stronger among lower income households than among higher income

households

Newman 2022
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Wicked problems - Komplexitat, Unsicherheit und

Werte beriicksichtigen

™

Value divergence

Fig. 2.1 Complexity uncertainty and value divergence dimensions (Source
Head, 2008, p. 104; 2010b, p. 22)

Head 2022

80 Jahre BDP 06.06.26

A\

YV V V V

Angste vor Komplexitat akzeptieren und
reduzieren

Bei sich und anderen

Ungewissheit benennen

Divergierende Werte berucksichtigen
Gestufte kurz-/mittel-/langfristig
erreichbare gemeinsame Ziele als Anker
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Soziale Kipppunkte

Estimated time

Social tipping Social tipping Control GHG emission Dominant social needed to
element intervention parameter Key actors reduction potential structure level trigger tipping
STE1: Energy STI1.1: Subsidy The relative price Governments, Up to 21% globally National policy (68) 10to 20y
production programs of fossil-fuel- energy ministries, in 1y (68) (including the
and storage free energy big energy policy-
producers (68) formative
phase) (161)
STI1.2: Decentralized Citizens, Up to 100% in power  Community/town Less than 10 y

energy
production

STE2: Human
settlements

STI2.2: Carbon-
neutral cities

The demand for
fossil-fuel-free
technology

STE3: Financial
market

STI3.1: Divestment
movement

Profitability of
fossil fuel
exploitation

STE4: Norms and
values system

STI4.1: Recognition
of the immoral
character of fossil
fuels

The perception
of fossil fuels
as immoral

STE5: Education STIS.1: Climate Climate change

communities (73),
local governments

(162), policy
makers (163),
energy planners
(164)

City administration,
citizens, and
citizen groups
(166)

Financial investors
(96)

Peer groups,
environmental
organizations,
youth, opinion
leaders (168-170)

Teachers, climate
educators (117),
youth (113)

The business and
producers;
governments for
setting disclosure
guidelines and
regulations (174)

supply (61)

Reduction by 32% in
14y (91)

26% emissions tied to

investments of a large
Canadian university
(167)

Unprecedented

Up to 30% reduction in National policy (173)

2y in the emissions of
the Italian
households included
in the study (124)

Up to 10% reduction of
emissions in UK
households’ grocery
consumption in a year
(175)

governance (165)

Urban governance
91)

Market exchange,
enterprise (98)

Informal
institutions,
enforcement
through peer
groups (171)

Market, exchange
(176); enterprise
(177)

(81)

Approximately
10y (91).

Very rapid, could
oceur
within hours
(142)

30 to 40y (172)

10 to 20y (173)

A few years (178)

system education and and impacts
engagement awareness
STEG6: STI6.1: Emission The number of

Information information products and

feedback disclosure services
disclosing their
carbon
emissions

80 Jahre BDP

World system of human societies
Social structure layers
STE4: Norms and values
system

Customs, norms, religion ® o
‘ST|4.1: Recognition of the moral

g t implications of fossil fuel
= I
©
N STES5: Education system
o) Policies and regulations @ ST| 5.1: Climate
Lof education
) Infrastructure
STI1.1: Removal of
l t .fossil fuel subsidies
1
t ' STE2: Human STE1: Energy production
1 Technology settlements and storage system
1
Governance g
= R STi2.1: IC ?'_b°" :STH .2: Decentralized
= NS es energy generation
TR B
g ! rﬂ STEG6: Information
= feedbacks
Resource allocation, STE3: Financial market @ STI6.1: GHG

elthas exelidide & STI3.1: Fossil fuel

divestment /‘\_/
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iy e 7
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GHG emissions

information disclosure

Estimated time needed to
trigger social tipping

Very slow (>30 years)

ssssnsusnsnscssssssasssa

Slow (=10-30 years)

Rapid (=5-10 years)

Very Rapid (<1 year)

- ————

|
Positive feedbacks 1

—
“ between the STEs |
|

P o
and land use o = .~ Climate impacts,
windows of opportunity > Direct World-Earth|
s ol = i system |
Earth’s climate system - = Indirect
" et feedbacks |
Climate tipping elements = ot

Otto et al. 2020
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Resiliente Demokratie -

1 - Frame

A

Public Awareness

CollEfficacyEmoBenefit
BindingMorals
MispCorrectionRisks -
ThreatlnjustEfficacy
DynamicAngerNorm -
HopeAngerNarratives -
IndStructuralChange
EcologicalDisruptions
GlobalHealthThreat
SystemJustification
ShiftFocusindColl
LetterFuture -
ClimatePolicyLiteracy -
BipartisanEliteCues -
CoBenefits
GuiltCollResponsibility
ActivistPerspective -
Control

——
—_——
—

——

e

—n
—e
—

——

G
f+
e et

0.30

1 I 1 1 1
0.35 0.40 0.45 0.50 0.55

0.60

Public Awareness - newsletter, video, march, conversation

C

Financial Advocacy

Mega(behaviorale) Studien

Political Advocacy

CollEfficacyEmoBenefit -
BindingMorals
MispCorrectionRisks -
HopeAngerNarratives -
ThreatlnjustEfficacy
SystemJustification
DynamicAngerNorm -
ShiftFocusIndColl
EcologicalDisruptions -
IndStructuralChange
BipartisanEliteCues
GlobalHealthThreat
LetterFuture -
ActivistPerspective
CoBenefits
ClimatePolicyLiteracy
Control
GuiltCollResponsibility -

—_——
—s
——
—e
—_——
—a
—

P op—

g

0.30

D

BindingMorals
CollEfficacyEmoBenefit
LetterFuture -
ActivistPerspective
EcologicalDisruptions -
HopeAngerNarratives
ThreatlnjustEfficacy
MispCorrectionRisks -
GlobalHealthThreat
SystemJustification
DynamicAngerNorm -
IndStructuralChange
ShiftFocusindColl
GuiltCollResponsibility
CoBenefits
BipartisanEliteCues
ClimatePolicyLiteracy
Control

HHHHHM

0.30

80 Jahre BDP

T T T T T
0.35 0.40 0.45 0.50 0.55
Financial Advocacy - bank, donation

0.60

1 1 1 1 1
0.35 0.40 0.45 0.50 0.55
Political Advocacy - petition, letter, political support

0.60

MispCorrectionRisks
CollEfficacyEmoBenefit
GlobalHealthThreat
LetterFuture -
BindingMorals
ActivistPerspective
IndStructuralChange -
EcologicalDisruptions -
GuiltCollResponsibility -
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RESEARCH
Resiliente Demokratie - Mega(behaviorale) Studien
I -Frame INTERVENTIONS

Megastudy testing 25 treatments to reduce
antidemocratic attitudes and partisan animosity

Jan G. Voelkelt, Michael N. Stagnarot, James Y. Chuft, et al.

Effects on partisan animosity Effects on support for undemocratic practices

Effects on support for partisan violence
Positive contact video Correcting democracy misperceptions { —s— Correcting division misperceptions —
Common exhausted majority identity Democratic collapse threat{ — —— Pro-democracy bipartisan elite cues —
Common national identity Correcting division misperceptions e Carrecting democracy misperceptions Ce
Sympathetic personal narratives Pro-democracy bipartisan elite cues — Pro-democracy inparty elite cues —
Correcting division misperceptions Common national identity - —_— Outpartisans' willingness to learn —_—
Utility of outparty empathy Sympathetic personal narratives —_— Correcting oppositional misperceptions —
Correcting democracy misperceptions Positive contact video —e | Positive contact video e
Correcting opportunism misperceptions Pro-demacracy inparty elite cues — Reducing outparty electoral threat —t
Outpartisans' willingness to learn Qutpartisans' willingness to learn —— Common national identity —e|—
Befriending meditation Alternative control - —— Correcting policy misperceptions chatbot —
Describing a likable outpartisan Befriending meditation — Befriending meditation —e—
Moral similarities and differences Political violence inefficacy - —— Outpartisans' experiences of harm —
Democratic collapse threat Utility of outparty empathy - e Counterfactual partisan selves —
Bipartisan joint trivia quiz Outpartisans' experiences of harm | e Bipartisan joint trivia quiz P
Party overlap on policies Correcting oppositional misperceptions - e Common economic interests —e
Correcting policy misperceptions chatbot Bipartisan joint trivia quiz { —f— Party overlap on policies —
Correcting oppositional misperceptions Democratic system justification —— Sympathetic personal narratives —
Democratic system justification Moral similarities and differences —f— Political violence inefficacy —fe—
Pro-democracy inparty elite cues Correcting policy misperceptions chatbot e Utility of outparty empathy e
Qutpartisans' experiences of harm Party overlap on policies —— Democratic system justification —f—
Pro-democracy bipartisan elite cues Counterfactual partisan selves - ‘— Moral similarities and differences —r
Alternative control — Common economic interests — Common exhausted majority identity ——
Counterfactual partisan selves — Common exhausted majority identity - R Alternative control e
Common economic interests e Correcting opportunism misperceptions e Correcting opportunism misperceptions R
Political violence inefficacy —_— Reducing outparty electoral threat { —_— Describing a likable outpartisan ——
Reducing outparty electoral threat —— Describing a likable outpartisan - B Democratic collapse threat —_—
-12-10 -8 6 4 -2 0 2 8 6 4 -2 0 2 4

86 4 2 0 2 4
Megastudy identifies many efficacious treatments that reduce partisan animosity and/or antidemocratic attitudes. Treatment effects on partisan

animosity
(left), support for undemocratic practices (center), and support for partisan violence (right).

Voelkel et al. 2025

80 Jahre BDP

06.06.26 | 43



Demokratie - Internet - Social Media - Kl

European | Joint Research Centre

Commission

FRACTURED REALITY

HOW DEMOCRACY CAN WIN THE GLOBAL STRUGGLE OVER THE INFORMATION SPACE

JOINT LEAD AUTHORS:
MARIO SCHARFBILLIG
STEPHAN LEWANDOWSKY

AUTHORS:
SACHA ALTAY
‘MARSHALL VAN ALSTYNE
ANASTASIA KOZYREVA
LPHHERTWIG
ILIPP LORENZ-SPREEN
RENEE DIRESTA'
SEBASTIAN VALENZUELA
STEFANIE EGIDY
WALTER QUATTROCIOEEHI "
AMY ORBEN
r

2026

80 Jahre BDP

Science

HOME > SCIENCE > VOL. 392, NO.6802 > THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE INTERNET CREATES RISKS FOR DEMOCRACY

EXPERT VOICES f

¥in o % O =

The architecture of the internet creates risks for
democracy

NDOWSKY Authors Info & Affiliations

SCIENCE - 4Jun2026 - Vol 392,Issue 6802 - DO 10.1126/5cien

* 18 A O »

Will democracy survive the internet? Do we need to choose between Facebook’s sur-

» Digitale Lebenswelten haben
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verstarken und Lebensrealitaten zu
entkoppeln
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Misinformation and the epistemic integrity of

democracy
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Abstract

Democracy relies on a shared body of knowledge among cit-
izens, for example trust in elections and reliable knowledge to
inform policy-relevant debate. We review the evidence for
widespread disinformation campaigns that are undermining
this shared knowledge. We establish a common pattern by
which science and scientists are discredited and how the most
recent frontier in those attacks involves researchers in misin-
formation itself. We list several ways in which psychology can
contribute to countermeasures.
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“Pve won two Elections, the second far bigger than the first (it
was Rigged!)”
— Donald J. Trump, 22 May 2023

“Despite having lost, the Defendant was determined to remain
in power: ... the Defendant spread lies that there had been ...

[fraud in the election and that he had acrually won. These
claims were false, and the Defendant knew that they were false.
But the Defendant ... disseminated them anyway.”

— Federal indictment of Donald J. Trump, 1 August 2023,

Democracy relies on the public agreeing on a body of
reliable knowledge and information [1]. Two aspects of
shared knowledge are particularly important: Firse,
confidence in the processes by which power is distrib-
uted, foremost among them the electoral process.
Second, reliable information about the evidence in
support of different policy options. We argue that both
aspects have been eroded by the widespread dissemi-
nation of misinformation.

Attacks on procedures and processes
Citizens must know that power will be transferred
peacefully if an incumbent is voted out of office [1].
The fact that 28% of American conservatives do not
support a peaceful transfer of power [2], and that more
than half of Republican voters continue to question the
legitimacy of President Biden’s electoral win in 2020,
must therefore cause concern. A CNN poll in August
2023 [3] found that 69% of Republicans questioned the
legitimacy of President Biden’s electoral win, with more
than half of those (57%) believing that there was solid
evidence for their view.

However, no such evidence exists and the widespread
doubt about the integrity of the 2020 election is primarily
the result of an extensive disinformation campaign by the
loser of the election, Donald Trump, and his supporting
infrastructure [4]. The origins of this campaign can be
traced back to 2016 [5]. Several scholars have noted that
the “big lie” that the 2020 election was “stolen” from
Donald Trump attacks the core of American democracy
and puts pressure on Republican lawmakers to cater to
antidemocratic forces [4,5].

Attacks on evidence-informed policy
making

Democracy also requires reliable shared knowledge to
ensure normatively good outcomes. From the perspec-
tive of an epistemic theory of democracy [6], democracy

www.sciencedirect.com

Current Opinion in Psychology 2023, 54:101711
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Business as Usual With P ic Mitigati C phic Risk
Mean

Perspective Summerfield et al. 2025 https://doi.org/10.1038/s41562-025-02309-2

Highest mean risk

Table 1| What do we know, and what do we need to know, about Al and democracy?

Theme

What do we know so far?

What do we need to know?

Political bias (epistemic)

Most current Al models are politically biased towards
progressive/libertarian views when assessed with
multiple-choice questions” ™, but will typically provide a
balanced political view when responding freely”’

How does interacting with Al models affect the user’s political
attitudes? Will Al tip the political balance in one direction or
another?

Persuasive messaging and

Current Al models can be highly persuasive in experimental

How are persuasive Al models being deployed in the wild, and

Dangerous capabilities
Competitive dynamics
Weapons & cyberattacks
Power centralization

False information

22%———12%
17%o———e7%

21%——12%
18%0——11%

13%0——7%

Ak MIT FutureTech

Initiative

Prioritization of Risks

dialogue (epistemic) settings”™, especially when generating lots of fact-checkable  how persuasive are they outside of an experimental context? Inequality & unemployment 17%e——o11% Al
claims® from Atrtificial
Governance failure 14%———7% Intelligence
Political polarization Current Al models are prone to ‘sycophancy’, aligning their Will increasing personalization of Al models lead to increasing
(epistemic) expressed views or preferences with those of the user”, and political polarization, creating new opportunities for ‘filter Disinformation & influence 13%0————07% ADelphi Study of 272 Intemational Experts
this may increase as models become more personalized™ bubbles?
Environmental harm 17%———12%
Deliberation and consensus Al models can be deployed to help people to find common Can Al be used to meaningfully advance policy negotiation or
(epistemic) ground, by summarizing arguments and suggesting conflict resolution in a fair and beneficial way? Al security vulnerabilities 16%———29%
compromise positions™***
% o
Information and Al models often generate misleading content that is hard to Will the widespread introduction of Al models ultimately Lessiof consensus reality 13% 1%

misinformation (epistemic)

detect™", and this can be exploited by malicious actors to
distort the political process”, but Al systems are also useful for
fact-checking"**

help or harm the information environment? Will people
prove resilient to fake Al-generated content? Will the digital
commons be overwhelmed by ‘slop’?

Electoral disruption (material)

Al models can assist with ‘hack and leak’ and spear-phishing
campaigns™**

Will we see widespread Al interference in electoral processes in
the future, especially from agentic systems? What safeguards
should we put in place to prevent this from happening?

Loss of privacy
Discrimination
Devaluation of human creativity

Loss of human agency

11%0———7%
9% o——26%
9% o——26%

1M%o———7%

Voter suppression (material) Al models are being used to automate the rejection of voting Can Al agents be used to identify likely voting preferences and o %
applications, often based on unreliable evidence™, and to target individuals in ways that decrease their opportunity for Cepability & robustneas % 7%
profile and target journalists and activists'™* democratic participation? Fraud & scams 11%¢ 09%
Augmenting political Alis already being deployed in the public sector, including Will the political writing and delegated decision-making of Al

decision-making (material)

to write policy and streamline governance mechanisms'*

well as for expert polling”’

,as

models distort the preferences of policymakers in detrimental
ways?

Al misalignment

Multi-agent risks

17%o———o9%

12%o————26%

June 2026

Power concentration Al development is dominated by a few large technology Will we eventually see a unipolar or multipolar Al developments .
(foundational) firms"****; in some countries, Al is already being widely landscape? Does the arrival of advanced Al fundamentally Overreliance & unsafe use 1M%o——7%
deployed for surveillance and population control* favour authoritarian over democratic regimes, by offering new N "
opportunities for state control? Unequal performance 9% *5%
Labour market disruption Al models are already affecting the graduate labour market””  Will Al create substantial growth? If so, will it benefit everyone, Transparency & interpretability 8%o———o5%
(foundational) or will it dramatically exacerbate inequality? Will any changes
. . % o N
to the labour market arrive rapidly or slowly? Toxic content 10% 8%
The table summarizes the evidence presented in this Perspective, and outlines suggestions for future research that will move the field forwards. @Q o (\@ z@ Q\c @e -<\°'\ Q\\,b Q};b &\\o QF%,D\ r§° L
S K S K
E‘@Q W c"‘ﬁ o S @a%‘g W K o® 0{9\@ Q)\@é‘o@s &Q&@\\&
~ 2 & M & ® < \§Q

» Janusgesicht Kl
» Undemokratisches Framing und fehlende Regulierung geht mit erheblichen Risiken einher (saeri et al. 2026)
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Kiimawandel und Konflikte

Climate change
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Krampe et al. 2026
» Klimakrise ist auch direkter/indirekter Risikofaktor fur bewaffnete Konflikte
» Bewaffnete Konflikte/Kriege belasten die Umwelt erheblich

» Post-Konflikt Recovery in Bezug auf umwelt-/klimapolitische Handlungsfahig sehr verzogert (20-30
Jahre)
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Kiimawandel als Katastrophe - The climate endgame
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Climate Endgame: Exploring catastrophic climate
change scenarios
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Vom schlimmsten annehmbaren
Szenario her denken

Betont Dringlichkeit und
ermoglicht Entwicklung von
Interventionen

Gute Kommunikation zu diesem
Ansatz wichtig

Kein Nihilismus sondern
Handlungsimpuls
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